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AJAPHOL DUSITNANOND
President, The Association of Siamese
Architects under Royal Patronage

Current issues in climate change and global warming are affecting
the economy, society and quality of life. People begin to realize the
importance of sustainable “Green” environment and understand
its concept without any further explanation. This reflects people’s
awareness, understanding and their attention to save the earth which
has always been one of our close concerns.

The Association of Siamese Architects under Royal Patronage
has organized an annual convention, Architect'19, under the theme,
“Living Green”, which aims to promote environmental sustainability
and architectural design and design for sustainability. Dr. Acharawan
Chutarut has been appointed as the Chairperson of Architect’'19
organizing committee. ASA Forum is one of the main activities that
welcomes prominent speakers to share their ideas and experiences.
As ASA President, | would like to invite everyone to participate in this
meaningful event.
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ACHARAWAN CHUTARAT, PH.D.
Chairperson of ARCHITECT EXPO

The built environment sector moves towards rapid changes, by various
creative and smart initiatives to raise productivity, improve energy
performance and enrich our quality of life. With this in mind, the
Association of Siamese Architects is pleased to announce the theme
for Architect'19 “Living Green". It reflects good wills in shaping a
better world with a positive attitude.

Architect'19 “Living Green" brings together architects, local
and international green building experts, academics, urban planners,
builders, and end-users for discussion, collaboration and learning to
reach a shared vision of a greener building movement. This year's
event, Architect’19 reaches out further to engage wider audiences
in greening the built environment to come together as a community
to help driving the green buildings and communities. It is the hope
to continue growing the network to further promote sustainability
design awareness as well as creative solutions and trends which can
have a significant impact upon the architectural design industry and
society.
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“Human beings should live
in harmony with nature”
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Living Green

Associate Professor Atch Sreshthaputra, Ph.D.
Faculty of Architecture, Chulalongkorn University
Vice President of the Thai Green Building Institute (TGBI)

Decades ago, building ‘Green’ meant incorporating green scenery
in our environment. Major building projects were required by law to
have sufficient open space and a reserved vegetated area. Housing
schemes deployed the idea of having more-than-stipulated green
space as a main selling point. As the land price in Bangkok is rising
quickly, many developers located their residential projects outside the
city in order to acquire cheaper and bigger plots of land to support
the green concept. Clean air and a quiet environment on the outskirts
of the nation's capital was something Bangkokians who could not
tolerate downtown congestion looked for. The word “Commuter” is
used to describe middle-class people who can afford cars and gas-
oline but cannot afford a single house in the city. It is now obvious
that wherever there are expressways, real estate development is
there, and the developers' customers are to commute if the cost of
transportation is offset by clean air and large, open green spaces.
This phenomenon has taken hold of other countries, too. It is called
“Urban Sprawl”.

The dilemma is: When some people try very hard to go for green
living, they have no idea that they are also destroying the greenness
of other people at the same time. How many trees have been cut
down to pave the way to the suburbs or for highways? How much
“Natural” greenery has been destroyed and replaced by “Artificial”
nice-looking trees? Today, with erratically soaring energy prices and
disastrous flood in the outskirt of Bangkok in 2011, the commuters
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feel that they would need to come back to stay in town. The question
is - Would the city be ready for more residents?

For Bangkok, a survey by the Economist Intelligence Unit sponsored
by Siemens in 2011 revealed that the city is in serious need for more
green area, otherwise the urban heat island effect will get worse and
the air quality will be in trouble. Compared with Singapore which has
66 m? of green area per capita, Bangkok has long mismanaged the city's
development to bear only 3 m? of green area per capita. This is second
only to Jarkarta which has 2 m? per capita. A minimum of 10 m? per
capita was suggested by the World Health Organization (WHO) for a
city to be healthy and livable. The Bangkok Metropolitan Administration
(BMA) has responded to the survey results quite immediately. The
latest Bangkok zoning code requires that a new building provide more
green area for a portion of available open space. 50% of open space
on ground must be green so that plants can grow and rainwater can
seep through. Of course real estate developers are upset with the
new regulation as they have already acquired a lot of land plots for
buildings projects but finally find out that they will have to cut some
portions of their expensive lands for green spaces.

However, it does not mean that the investors are pushed to the corner.
We need to accept that the main driving force of good buildings around
the world are incentives - mostly financial at the cost of taxpayers’
money. Would it be better to incentivize an environmentally friendly
building without using taxpayers’' money ‘Directly’? The new law
introduce a ‘Bonus’ system for developers who build a project with
good environmental quality. If a building project demonstrates that it
can pass requirements for green buildings based on the assessment
tool of the Thai Green Building Institute (TGBI), it can increase the
gross floor area (GFA) by 5-20%. By this way, the government needs
not to spend tax money for this Kind of incentives.
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This is actually not something new. Thinkers around the world have
come up with schemes to assess environmental quality of a building
for a purpose of giving incentives. Most of the schemes contain a set
of design & construction guidelines related to alternative transpor-
tation, green area, rainwater management, energy efficiency, water
conservation, indoor environmental quality, green materials, and so
on. Similar thing also happened in Thailand. In 2009, a group of Thai
architects and engineers worked together to establish ‘Thai Green
Building Institute’ in order to develop a national green building stan-
dards and certification system like LEED from the USA, DGNB from
Germany, and BREEAM in the UK. The team consists of professionals
and academic people who already have full-time positions elsewhere
but are willing to work on a voluntary basis.

Later in 2010, TGBI announced its first green building rating tool called
TREES or Thai's Rating for Energy & Environmental Sustainability. This
is the sole system that will be used to assess the environmental quality
of building design for the application of GFA bonus. TREES will gain
more popularity among land developers soon, as it is revealed that
land price in Bangkok will keep rising but people still have limited
income to pay for mortgages. If the same piece of land can offer more
living units, we would anticipate that more people can afford to live
in town and less will have to commute. The city will be greener. This
is such a win-win solution for us.

What is ECO-LIVING?

When talking about what eco-living is, people would think about
having a house with abundant green area and healthy soil where
inhabitants can grow vegetables. The roof might be installed with
solar panels that generate electricity and hot water. The building walls
are insulated with Styrofoam; windows glazed with energy-efficient
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double paned glass; and toilets flushed with water reused from
bathtubs or harvested rain water. However, actually eco-living is not
only about having a housing complex full of eco-houses, but it needs
to also have central facilities that serve the community. The essential
elements of eco-living include wastewater treatment systems, solid
waste disposal, storm water management, reuse/recycle programs,
landscape irrigation, and access to public transportation.

The U.S. Green Building Council (USGBC) suggests that an green village
be located on the site where there is no sensitive natural environment
such as wetlands, endangered species or breeding grounds of wildlife
animals. Then, by this definition, green villages or eco-villages should
not be built in the most abundant natural environment. It is even better
and greener to build an eco-village in a previously contaminated site
(i.e., Brownfield area), where developers can re-develop the whole area
and make it greener. The USGBC even suggests green buildings not
necessarily be new buildings, instead, trying to renovate abandoned
buildings to save resources is considered green already. The idea of
cutting down existing trees to pave the way into sensitive forest for
new building construction would not be called green. Also, facilities
that provide services to non-green human activities should not be
called green buildings.

An eco-village is quite different from typical green housing complex.
Inhabitants may not really know that they are just living in a green
building complex; not eco-village if the definition is just landscape
or housing packed with energy-saving featured. Of course, it is not
arguable that vegetated areas are not important in an eco-village;
however, tree is not the only factor. There are a lot more for a green
housing to be called eco-village.
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It is about the inhabitants

Recently, the Thai's National Housing Authority (NHA) has been actively
involved with design and construction of eco-villages. When using the
word “Village", it should be portrayed as a closely-knit community
flourished with good relationship between inhabitants, rather than a
housing complex with sophisticated green technology showcases. For
eco-village, the inhabitants are the main constituents. Unlike typical
green office buildings in the city where the occupants are educated
in a passive way about how to properly operate their hi-tech green
office, the inhabitants of an eco-village will be more actively involved
with the direction and operation of their own communities. The
concept of eco-village will never be successful unless most of the
inhabitants are the type of people who have clear vision and serious
commitment on green living.

A simple checklist for inhabitants to see if they should live in an
eco-village; would the inhabitants always recycle the garbage?; would
they ride bicycles to work if it is possible?; would they reuse waste-
water to flush toilets or to feed the lawn?; would they grow their
own organic vegetables?; would they spend free time on producing
organic fertilizers for the garden?; would they carpool with neighbors
to groceries?; and most importantly, would they spare some weekends
with neighbors to discuss about how to improve the environmental
performance of the community?. If the answers are ‘No’ in most of
the questions, they should not live in an eco-village, but they can still
live in @ GREEN housing complex.
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The fall of Bangkok:
The driving force of Eco-village

Due to climate changes, Bangkok has been affected by heavy thun-
derstorms in the rainy season especially during the rush hours. There
is no way to escape the rain, flooding, and of course, traffic jam in
downtown. Unfortunately, most Bangkokians seem to accept this
reality-heavy rain in late afternoon followed by instant flooding and
then severe traffic jam for hours. When looking at the cause of traffic
jam, it is not just the rain or flooding, but it is the people in the city.
Taxis and public vans stop and wait for their passengers at subway
stations, thus occupying the whole left lane of the roads. Alternative
transportations do not exist.

Whose fault is it that there is no taxi drop-off area at those subway
stations? How does the government manage thousands of passengers
on rush hours without providing exclusive space for taxi drop-offs?
The Bangkok Metropolitan Administration (BMA) will have to begin
realizing that it is a design flaw for not providing enough space for
the required function. If enough drop-off areas and some automated
queuing systems were provided for taxis to come pick up passengers
on public places, there would be less traffic jam in Bangkok. BMA
should not expect people to be always so environmentally responsible.
If it wants people to live sustainably, BMA cannot only give incentives
or provide guidance or enforce the laws, but it must also utilized
technologies that help them save the planet without noticing that they
are changing their lifestyles ways too far. This is ‘Social' sustainability.

Clean air and quiet environment in the outskirt of Bangkok is what the
people who could not tolerate downtown congestion are looking for.
The word ‘commuter’ is used to describe middle-class people who can
afford cars and gasoline. As far as expressways can go, real estate
developments would go after, and Bangkokians would commute if a
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higher cost of transportation can be traded with cleaner air and more
green areas. This phenomenon has happened everywhere else in the
world. It is called ‘Urban Sprawl'. It is what people are trying to grasp
what they think it is green for themselves, not knowing that they are
destroying the ‘greenness’ of the whole. How many trees have been
cut down to pave the way to the suburbs? How many ‘natural’ green
has been destroyed and replaced with ‘artificial’ nice-looking green?
This kind of development has led the way for the country for decades.

Today, with higher price of gasoline together with impacts of Urban
Heat Island phenomenon, it is obvious that only the ‘real’ green will
save the city from any consequences of climate changes. Real green
does not mean ‘for here & now’, but actually ‘for all & forever'. This
notion seems related to the term ‘sustainability’. People can grow
new trees that will mature in 10-20 years, but they cannot build a
new ecosystem. The fact that new suburban residential projects are
growing rapidly still does not urge authorities to put more stringent
regulations on land development, such as keeping a portion of exist-
ing trees or setting the maximum distance of housing complex from
nearby community services.

Currently, as traffic jam has started moving to suburban Bangkok,
the rise of Urban Sprawl has been halted, although not completely
stopped. The cost of commuting 100 kilometers a day to and fro to
g0 to work could eat up one-third of a commuter’s household income.
Because today commuters could spend 3-4 hours a day in their cars,
suburban housing schemes are not really popular because potential
buyers want to own homes that are close to their downtown work-
places in order to save time and gasoline. This situation has opened
the way for downtown development, especially in areas near MRT
subway and BTS Skytrain stations. The concept has been known as
‘Smart Growth' where ‘TOD or Transit Oriented Development’ has
been in focus worldwide as a newer and greener scheme of housing
development. Eco-village is a by-product of this new concept.
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Eco-village Case Study

One of the best examples of Eco-village mentioned in every
publication is BedZED or Beddington Zero Energy Development
housing complex in suburban London. It is what a group of architects,
engineers, and scientists have designed using techniques of green
buildings to build a village that meets specific need of inhabitants.

BedZED (source: https://enwikipedia.org/wiki/BedZED)

Every green bible mentions the concept of 4Rs - reduce, reuse,
recycle, and renew. However, doing 4Rs is not really easy. For BedZED,
the builders seemed to realize that it needs not only reuse/recycled
materials to build the house or renewable energy from solar cells
to help offset the energy used by the inhabitants. To be successful
with the word ‘Zero Energy’, the house need to be designed with a
technique called ‘passive solar heating' to reduce the heating needed
during the winter by collecting solar heat in the daytime and store
for nighttime use.
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As a result, the design of the living space was set with a requirement
of large glass windows at the south direction. The south windows
are the parts of the ‘sunspace’ where solar heat is trapped inside
the glass and stored in very thick concrete walls. Concrete walls are
used for storing as much solar heat as possible and the heat will be
released back to the living rooms at night. With this technique, the
house would need no heating at all, thus helping the village come
closer to ‘Zero Energy' one. For cooling, fortunately, it is not really
needed for houses in London and if ventilation is needed to cool the
inside, an interestingly good-looking wind cowl is installed in each
unit to induce natural ventilation of fresh air. The shape and form
of the wind cowls follow aerodynamics so it guarantees to provide
maximum airflow rates whenever it is needed. Space heating and
cooling are then supplied quite naturally, what is next to consider is
how to provide enough energy for lightings, household appliances,
water heating, and cooking. It is impossible to ask people not to turn
on the lights at night. Then, energy supply for that purpose must be
carefully thought out since the beginning.

BedZED has many PV solar panels on the rooftop of each house,
however, without batteries to store the electricity generated during
the daytime, there is no way to use solar energy at night. Battery is
not really a green technology as electronic waste will cause more
troubles for future disposals. Then, BedZED has looked for other
green technologies to generate electricity for use during the night.
It is electricity generated by solid waste from the village. This tech-
nology is called CHP or Combined Heat and Power co-generation. It
sounds complicated for non-technical people, but for green people,
this technology has been around for more than a decade. BedZED
uses solid waste available in the village to produce heat and elec-
trical energy. Produced heat is used for domestic water heater and
electrical power is used for lightings and other household appliances.
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All the design features and innovations have brought BedZED to come
closer to not only ‘Zero Energy’ village, but also ‘Zero Discharge' as
most of the solid waste and wastewater can be reclaimed and almost
all energy is produced and used on site. BedZED has showed that
eco-village is not out of reach. However, it cannot be so successful
if there is no integration of designers’ knowledge and good wills,
appropriate use of green technology, and of course the inhabitants
who are willing to change their lifestyle. The same amount of money
people paid to own a unit in BedZED can buy a bigger and more
comfortable house that wastes a lot more energy and resources,
however is it really sustainable? BedZED has led a way for many
eco-villages around the world including that of Thailand.

NHA Eco-village

As a key player responsible for Thailand's housing and urban devel-
opment, one of the major achievements envisioned by the National
Housing Authority (NHA), is to create a sustainable, environmental
friendly housing project. The created community’s growth should be
attained through adoption of ‘self-sufficiency’ as a main course of
development. In order to achieve such goal, guidelines for sustainable
eco-village were compiled, through findings from careful study and
research. The guide is to cover aspects of design, material selection
and construction method, including innovative strategies to minimize
building energy use and waste released to natural environment and
negative impact to the society. Moreover, the guide would encour-
age the project’s inhabitants to participate in saving energy and the
environment, thus a ‘Sustainable Community’ could be created. The
concept of social enterprise where the community produces its own
commodities through methods with minimum disturbance/negative
impact on the environment is also adopted.
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NHA Housing Complex (Source: www.bangKkokbiznews.com)

An evaluation principle to guide and direct the designs and manage-
ment of the authority towards the previously mentioned measures
to attain community's comfort and sustainability was therefore, com-
posed by NHA. Through collaboration between NHA and researchers
from Chulalongkorn University led by Dr. Atch Sreshthaputra, this
research’'s main purpose is to review and adapt the existing green
building rating systems (e.g,, TREES, LEED ND, Green Mark) and to de-
velop more suitable guidelines for NHA housing complex. As a result,
NHA has attained an evaluation principle, which could be used as a
guide for ‘Sustainable Comfortable Community’ design. With the new
guidelines, housing projects and communities, could be developed
towards a self-sufficient, eco-friendly, sustainable community with
low-energy consumption conforming to the authority's main mission.
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V ASA Emerging Architecture
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lAsvs Bunjob House: House of Flow
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lAsvns Visavapat Headquarter
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VI.

ASA Green
Building Showcase

In our modern world, the only constant thing is “change”. This change
includes economic pressure, technology shift, societal transformation,
and climate change. As such change, it is also provided challenges
and opportunities towards a far more advanced step of architectural
design to survive and to thrive. These changes push a more serious
challenge to architect due to strike a balance of all the stakeholders’
aspirations, economic and environmental pressures, more and more
public expectation and policy constraint in order to deliver the positive
impact for all.

The Green Building Showcase starts by questioning what we have
done lately to mitigate the effect of global catastrophe. It then sought
out sustainable projects from around Asian countries; Hong Rong,
Malaysia, South Korea, Vietnam, India, Japan, Nepal, Bangladesh,
Pakistan and Thailand. It consists of three parts of exhibition; Green
AsiArch 2018 and Thai Green Building Institute Projects Gallery,
which contains 27 projects from 10 countries, and Interactive Virtual
Tour room which present video 360° of the top five green projects.
The full list is as followed;

Green AsiArch 2018 Awards

T-PARK, Hong Kong

CU Centenary Park, Thailand
ASA Lanna Center, Thailand
YKR 80, Japan

Toyota 3S Center, Malaysia

o U A WN =

Samyang Discovery Center, South Rorea
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7. Betania, Vietnam

8. VVIP Circuit House, India

9. Disappearing Lands, Bangladesh

10.  Guangming Village, Hong Kong

11. V+H House, Vietham

12. Pavilions Himalayas, Nepal

13. House in Sado, JP

14.  Product Development and Marketing Office, Pakistan

Thai Green Building Projects:

1. Aditayathorn Building, Mahidol University International
College

2. Dhanapipat Building, Dhanarak Asset Development
Co,, Ltd.

3. All Green Learning Center

. KASIKORN Business-Technology Group (KBTG)
5. PTT Forest in the City (PTT's Pa Nai Krung)

Thai’s Rating of Energy and Environmental Sustainability for
New Construction and Major Renovation (TREES) Awards

1. Chitralada Technology College (CDTC), Bangkok

Thailand

2. Research and Development Center, Daikin Industries
(Thailand), Chonburi, Thailand

3. 7-Eleven store at Tara Square, Bangkok Thailand

4, Toyota Kaennakorn, Ban Don Branch, Khon Kaen,
Thailand

5. Yamaha Riders Club, Bangkok Thailand

6. Toyota Eco Showroom Thai Yen, Nakhon Ratchasima,

Thailand
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7. EEC Academy, Bangkok, Thailand
8. ITMX (Interbank Transaction Management and
Exchange), Nonthaburi, Thailand

Video 360° Interactive Virtual Tour

1. CU Centenary Park

2. Aditayathorn Building, Mahidol University
International College

3. Chitralada Technology College (CDTC), Bangkok

Thailand

4, Research and Development Center, Daikin Industries
(Thailand), Chonburi, Thailand

5. Toyota Kaennakorn, Ban Don Branch, Rhon Kaen,
Thailand

Green Building Tour Projects:

1. CU Centenary Park

2. Dhanapipat Building, Dhanarak Asset Development
Co,, Ltd.

3. KASIKORN Business-Technology Group (KBTG)

4. 101 True Digital Park

5. Australian Embassy Thailand

We are promoting interchangeable and transformational sustainability
design and contribution, also, we need to share knowledge and
understanding together with collaboration from all stakeholders. The
Green Building Showcase is not the last stage of that aim. We expect
a provoke discussion and pursuing the next greater positive impact
of green architecture.
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VII.

Innovative Green Building
Materials and Equipment
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X.

ASA International Design
Competition
“Uncanny Sustainability”

Singh Intrachooto, Ph.D.

The built environment is inevitably a central issue in climate
change. Buildings account for almost 40% of global greenhouse gas
emissions. Urban growth and rising populations meanwhile drive
demand for new buildings and infrastructure. As designers and
occupants of the built environment, we must therefore design,
construct, and operate these new developments thoughtfully.

[A holistic approach]

The idea of sustainability has been with us for a long time. It is often
viewed, however, only in association with environmentalism and
being ‘green’. Many people are only acquainted with conventional
solutions such as using solar panels, conserving water, or installing
wind turbines.

Sustainability, in fact, should be holistic, covering aspects such as the
site, energy, water, waste, health, and wellness as well as transport and
mobility. We must see sustainability not as a trend but as a necessity.
It is a topic that must be discussed, addressed, and integrated into
design, construction, and operational processes.

Designers play a leading role in tackling climate change. Architects,
engineers, environmentalists have explored many ways to minimize the
impact of buildings on the natural environment. But these measures
have tended to focus on individual buildings. As cities evolve, though,
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designers have the power to help shape the entire built environment to
promote sustainability and raise quality of life.

[Harmony with nature]

The great challenge now is not only to design buildings with minimal
impact on the natural environment. We must also find ways to exist in
harmony with nature.

Bjarke Ingels, a renowned architect and founding partner at BIG, has
argued that “architects can no longer solely focus on the design of
the physical building but also the design of ecosystems that considers
the ecology as well as the economy, while examining the circulation of
people as well as the flow of resources.”

Sustainability cannot be resilient without biodiversity. Our solutions in
built environments have so far turned a blind eye to other life forms.
But human well-being depends on the well-being of the rest of nature.

[Lifecycle savings]

In many developing countries, sustainability retains its novelty. The lack
of precedents presents a major obstacle to advancing sustainable design
of buildings and infrastructure.

This neglect also aggravates the risk of environmental degradation
and urgently calls for new initiatives as well as innovative design ideas.

One of the greatest concerns is that sustainable property developments
can be seen as premium products with higher costs. But, in many cases,
sustainable design can make projects more cost effective.

Ideally, green elements help owners and users reduce waste and
consumption of energy, water, and raw materials, which in the long
term should prove more economical. Overall lifecycle savings can easily
outweigh apparently undesirable initial investment costs.
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Trends in facility management and the unveiling of many smarter buildings
reveal that we will definitely be heading in this direction in the future.

[Policy support]

If buildings can be sustainable, so should cities. The core principles of
sustainability are scalable and can be applied at a smaller or larger scale
to help address our planet's environmental issues.

To accomplish this, the public and private sectors must work together
to promote the concept of sustainability and implement greener solutions
in new projects and upcoming renovations.

Governments around the world have started implementing policies that
drive property development toward a greener path.

Financial incentives include tax credits, favorable interest rates, and
government grants. Structural incentives can increase building area and
expedite the review process. The European Union, for example, has
rolled out an ‘energy-efficient mortgage' that incentivizes building owners
to acquire energy-efficient assets and improve the energy efficiency of
their buildings.

[The role of resources]

In achieving sustainable architecture, resources are key. Architects and
design consultants are always looking for the latest smart technologies
and eco-friendly materials or green-certified products.

In environment-conscious countries, these all tend to be available.
Elsewhere, though, they can be challenging and expensive to source.
In the developing world, initiatives to integrate greener products into
future projects may have to rely on importing resources, making the
entire process less sustainable.

In light of this issue, designers are seeking out locally sourced
materials with similar or better qualities, avoiding the logistics
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associated with internationally acclaimed products. In turn, this helps
promote the local economy as well as regional products.

[Raising awareness]
Raising awareness among building occupants is as crucial to advancing
sustainable development as its implementation.

Most end users or tenants are not even aware of what sustainable
property developments offer so cannot use their innovations to the full.
Sustainable developments risk being viewed as ineffective and not worth
their costs. Future developers might miss the importance of applying
sustainable measures, especially in a profit-driven world.

Green building design should matter not only to designers but also to
developers and tenants. Only then will we recognize and realize its full
potential.

[A new view of sustainability]

A question that architects and designers often encounter is ‘Does
sustainability compromise design?’ This is another misconception tied
to a mistaken view of sustainability.

Sustainable design need not showcase dull technologies and
materials. It can integrate exciting ‘out of the box’ thinking that adds to
the building's longevity, functions, and aesthetics.

It is vital that sustainability capture the attention of the public, to whom
it must present a new face. This need to reconstruct the image of
sustainability is an inspiration for this year's design competition brief,
‘Uncanny Sustainability’.

The aim is to strip sustainability of its ‘green’ skin and give it new colors,
as well as to dissociate sustainability from sacrifice and compromise
through introducing approaches that also enhance quality of life.
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ASA International Design Competition Brief

The ASA International Design Competition this year is dedicated to
fresh and innovative ideas in sustainability — approaches so radical,
unanticipated, and transformative that they earn the epithet ‘uncanny’.

‘Uncanny sustainability’ will open a route to the next logical step
in eco-friendly architecture: a built environment that is no longer
human-centric but dedicated to the well-being of all living beings.

Sustainable architecture has taken great strides in minimizing the
consumption of energy and other resources, but great challenges remain
- and they demand bold responses.

‘Uncanny’ solutions are

+ vital to capture the public imagination, igniting passion for
reconceiving homes and cities.

+ essential to shift the paradigm from human- to world-centric
thinking for environments where man is in true harmony
with the rest of nature.

+ critical to find big ideas that accelerate change - accessible,
holistic solutions with broad applications.

The challenge is therefore to present ideas that surprise and - like any
‘uncanny’ event - challenge our assumptions and widen our views of
what is possible.

The judges will reward entries that provide this shock of fresh
possibilities, whether by their challenge to convention, their
transformative potential, or their capacity to inspire.
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